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now be imported to 2void shut-downs in the textile and matal incustries. Tre
Plant ia liesing vwas taken over unexpectedly b+ USIA in 1946 along with cemplete
steres of raw raterials, including 3,000 tons of iron prritss in 1947 production,
An agreement vas reached between USIA and Minister ITINL cf the Yinistry for Trede
and Reconstruction that these materials would be for Austrian censumption and
fistribution under Austrian price resulations, I iring 1947, hovever, the ssians
distributed 75% to 80% of the orocducts . leaving 20¢ to 25% for the use of
Auztrian authorities,

Austrian consumers are campletely dependent on U3IA-procuced acid; the Scvists are
said to have taken edvantage of the situstion to raise prices. The price fo- 92%
acid in Jamary 1947, which would still cover production costs, vas S.21.18. In
Pobruary 1947, it increased to 5.38.93; in Aoril 1947, to S,.54; in Aurust 1947,
5.86.50; in September 1947, 5.91,50. USIA is s-id to be overchorring the Austriar
conomy five million Schillings for the 8,000-ton allotment granted to Ausiria,
Inportation of louer wuriced acid has not been possible thus fer, since ro foreign
exchange vss available for the purpose, and only a few berter transactics could be
concludor. Another bottlenack in such barter transactions is a lack of tani-cora,
Large-scale anticipated profits are szid to have induced the Soviets to resure pro-
duction in ¥oosbierbaum. .

Since the Sovists lack techniesl experience a2nd trained perscnnel for reactivating
the Koosbierbour plant, thevy asked Donau Chemie frequently in 1947 to partici-
pate in inis mew veature; but so far Donau Chemie haa insisted on its rirht to
contrel rroduction and refulate priccs, leaving the Russians only the supervisory
rights nownally held by sharehclders in a corporstion. Soviet counter-nrannszls
did not offer = basis for apreemert.

USTA is alsc planning to produce superphosphete, wrich would allew more Soviet conbrol
over agrisultural procuction in the whole of Austrig.
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